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Academic career

1975-1977: Research fellow and expert consultant,
NIH, Bethesda, MD, USA

1982-1988: Associated Professor in Anaesthesia and
Intensive Care Medicine

1988-1992: Chief of the Hospital Department
Ospedale S. Gerardo, Monza

1990: Full Professor in Anaesthesia and Intensive
Care medicine, University of Milan

1993-2015: Chief of the Hospital Department,
Ospedale Maggiore Policlinico

2012-2014: chairman of the University Department
of Pathophysiology and Transplantation

2016-present: Guest Professor, University of
Gottingen

Roles in medical societies

1988-1990: President of the European Society of
Intensive Care Medicine

1994: Scientific Chair of the Ospedale Maggiore
Policlinico di Milano

1997: President of the “World Federation of
Societies of Intensive and Critical Care Medicine”
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2006-2009: President of the "Societa Italiana di
Anestesia Analgesia Rianimazione e Intensiva"

Honours and awards

1992: “Commendatore” of the Italian Republic
2001: Life Time Achievement Award of the
American Society of Anesthesiology

2002: Honorary member of the German Society of
Anesthesiology and Intensive Care

2003: Presidential Citation from Society of Critical
Care Medicine

2007: Diploma “Sodalem honoris causa”, Associatio
Medicorum Bohemicorum J. E. Purkinje

2008: Gold Medal of the European Society of
Intensive Care Medicine

2011: Life Time Achievement Award of the Society
of Critical Care Medicine

2011: "Laurea Honoris Causa" of the Marburg
University
2016: “Ambrogino d’Oro Citta di Milano”

2017: Professore Emerito Universita degli Studi di
Milano.

Scientific activity

- Extracorporeal CO2 removal in acute
respiratory failure

- Quantitative analysis of CT scan in respiratory
failure, leading to the concepts of

"superimposed pressure”, "compression
atelectasis", "baby lung", recruitability and use
of prone position

- Quantitative analysis of stress, strain, lung
inhomogeneity

- Introduction and validation of mechanical
power as summary variable for risk of

mechanical ventilation.
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